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REMEMBER YOUR ONLINE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES AND ‘CONNECT WITH RESPECT’ ON SAFER INTERNET DAY 2013
Today the Insafe and INHOPE networks (the European network of Safer Internet Centres and the International Association of Internet Hotlines respectively), are celebrating Safer Internet Day (SID) for the tenth year running. An initiative of the European Commission’s Safer Internet Programme, this day marks an annual opportunity to engage in making the internet a safer and better place for our children and young people. Since its first edition in 2004, interest in Safer Internet Day has grown tremendously to reach 6 of the world’s 7 continents in more than 100 countries worldwide; including all 27 countries of the European Union. Safer Internet Day 2013 celebrates the theme Online rights and responsibilities with the slogan Connect with respect.
Armenian Safer Internet Committee, a joint initiative of the Media Education Center, Internet Society of Armenia, Orange Armenia, launch various activities dedicated to Safer Internet Day 2013, involving secondary schools in the capital city of Yerevan and regions. This year’s activities will be focused on engaging parents and numerous workshops will be organized for them in the Armenian capital and regions. In frames of the Safer Internet Month secondary schools will held simultaneous open lessons on Internet Safety. Activities will be completed by March 20. Follow the events and activities in Armenia on www.safe.am.  
Additionally, a whole host of conferences, competitions and resources focusing on online safety will be launched across the Insafe network and beyond.
Each year, the Insafe network also produces a range of centralised resources including the customary SID video spot, and a SID Involvement Kit for Schools.
To download the SID resources or to find out more about online and offline activities organised in your country visit the Safer Internet Day website (www.saferinternetday.org), a collaborative platform where more than 100 Safer Internet Day committees, international organisations and stakeholders have profile pages where they communicate about their SID actions.
You can also follow activity leading up to and on the day using the tag #SID2013 on Twitter.
European Commission Vice-President Neelie Kroes, responsible for the Digital Agenda and for launching the strategy to make a better internet for children, recognises that the internet offers young people great opportunities – but that they need to be able to go online safely. In her video message for Safer Internet Day she says; “Tomorrow's world, our economy and society, will be a digital one: and kids will have to play a full part in that. By encouraging creativity online, we can help kids make positive use of the internet. If we help children and young people develop their digital skills safely, they can make the most of the online world, with the abilities and tools to learn, participate, and have fun online.”
Speaking of the campaign, Janice Richardson, Insafe Coordinator said: "Over the years, Safer Internet Day has become a landmark event in the online safety calendar, and an action that has been taken up across the globe. With this year's theme of online rights and responsibilities, we aim to engage all stakeholder groups - children and young people, parents, carers and educators, and industry and the third sector - to raise awareness that we all have a shared responsibility to make the internet a safer, and better, place for all."
For further information, please contact:
Janice Richardson, Insafe Coordinator
or
Sarah Sumpter, Web Content Specialist, Insafe Project
+32 2 790 7575
Insafe-press@eun.org

About Insafe and INHOPE
Under the framework of the European Commission's Safer Internet Programme, Insafe and INHOPE work together to deliver a safer internet, promoting safe, responsible use of the internet and mobile devices to children, young people and their families, and working to identify and remove illegal content online.
Find out more by visiting the Insafe and INHOPE joint portal at www.saferinternet.eu. Here you will find links to the various safer internet centre services, by country, along with news and events, and FAQs on safer internet issues.
Alternatively, you can visit the Insafe or INHOPE websites direct (Insafe: www.saferinternet.org and INHOPE: www.inhope.org).

About Safer Internet Day
Safer Internet Day is part of a global drive by awareness-raising partners to promote a safer and better internet for all users, especially young people. It is organised by Insafe and INHOPE in the framework of the European Commission’s Safer Internet Programme. For further information, see www.saferinternetday.org.

Link to Vice-President Kroes video message:	Comment by Sarah Sumpter: Please note, in addition to the contents of the press release, the video message from Vice-President Kroes is under strict embargo until 5 February 2013.
mpeg2: http://c14005-o.l.core.cdn.streamfarm.net/findmedia/00/075840/MP2_I075840INT1W.mpg
mp4: http://c14005-o.l.core.cdn.streamfarm.net/findmedia/00/075840/LR_I075840INT1W.mp4
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